From the Principal
We have come to the end of Term 2, in some ways for both staff and students it
feels like week 23 of Term 1. Staff spent the last school holidays preparing for
at home learning that never happened and then adapted the curriculum
continuously as more students returned to school in term two.
Madison Park School has always been a positive, welcoming place; this has
never been more evident than during the worst of the term one COVID-19
response, where families gave staff their full support with social distancing,
keeping children home when sick and respecting the request to drop off
children at the gate. The school team have worked continuously on site
throughout, while managing their families at home and all the difficulties we all
faced. The community support really made a difference to their wellbeing.
Returning to school this term was both a relief and a challenge as students readjusted to a more normal school life again. I have observed with pride as
children have played together in the yard showing care and respect for each
other, ensuring children are included in games and providing care for each
other when they are upset.
I would like to acknowledge the outstanding effort families made to support
the changes in learning delivery, using Seesaw, accommodating video
conferencing and using the curriculum materials sent home.
Modified reports have been prepared and sent home today. Due to the
disruption to normal teaching, teachers are not able to fully report on every
curriculum area. Teachers track and monitor the growth of every child, and it
has been encouraging to see the vast majority of students have demonstrated
improvement in their learning in many areas. Next term the teachers will be
planning to accelerate this improvement and restart more of the targeted
interventions for those children who need more support. Formal teacher
interviews will be held at the end of Term 3, however if any families would like
to meet with the teacher before then to discuss your child’s learning we
strongly encourage you to make an appointment as soon as you can.
Next term we hope that excursions, assemblies, volunteer events and other
community programs will resume. We will still ask families to remain outside
buildings when dropping off and picking up, however parents will be welcome
to school events including assemblies with social distancing in place. We have
many exciting plans for the rest of the year with most of the in school programs
and events we have come to expect, all restarting in full.
I would like to thank the parents, caregivers, staff and most of all, the students
for being so kind and supportive of the school this year. We have an exciting
year ahead of us and things will keep getting better.
Regards,
Michael Washington
Principal

Dates to remember in
Term 3:
School resumes on Monday
20th July 2020

Pupil Free Days in Term 3
There will be a pupil free day
and a school closure day in
term 3. The exact dates are
yet to be determined as we
await the guidelines around
Covid 19. We thank the
school community for their
continued support through
this time.

Tiniyarrarna Club
Tininyarrarna Club has been a buzz of activity lately. This term students have been given the
opportunity to participate in a variety of activities with Ricky and Ms Wood. The recent
purchase of a fire pit lead to a busy morning where students had to collect wood and
prepare the kangaroo patties. Many students had not eaten this type of food before.
Students learned that kangaroo was plentiful during the traditional native food. Kangaroos
have been hunted for their meat by the Indigenous Australians for many generations, but it
wasn’t legalised for human consumption until 1980 in South Australia. Due to an
overpopulation of kangaroos, through population control programs, licensed shooters are
now able to hunt the animal through a very strict code of practice. Kangaroos are legally
protected from non-Aboriginal hunting, allowing Aboriginal communities to continue with
their cultural traditions. Here is what some of the students had to say about their
experience;

“Last week on Friday morning we had the opportunity to cook kangaroo patties on the
barbecue with Ricky. This is the first time I have eaten this type of meat. They were
delicious!” - Luke
“On Friday we enjoyed how we got to paint Indigenous patterns on the wooden poles
behind the Daphne building with all of our classmates. This makes the area look colourful
and the designs have many different traditional meanings.” - Makita and Jade
“We enjoyed sitting around the campfire and making damper whilst chatting with all our
mates.” - Jackson, Stefan, Jai and Shayan

PE news – Clinics and Sports Sessions
Looking for something to keep your child active during the
holidays? Register for the SANFL clinic at Prospect Oval on July
16th. Places are limited please don’t hesitate register now! Details
below.
Kelly Sports Sessions are back in term 3. These are an excellent
way to build your child’s coordination and skills in a variety of
sports. Register on-line, See details below.
This term students have been developing their tennis skills. I have
been impressed with the improvement in coordination with the
children. Their understanding of the game has also improved a
lot. Prior to this unit many students were unaware of how to
score and play the game. We now have students able to play
against each other, keep score and manage a rally.
We finished the term with some fitness testing. I have been conducting the 20m metre beep
test on several occasions in the last couple of years. It has been impressive to see such
improvement with the students. Their commitment to improve and beat their previous
scores shows they are getting better each time. I’d like to take this opportunity to make a
special mention of the following students who have shown a dramatic improvement in
results; Shayan from 9.1 to 10.1, Mohammad Yosofi 7.7 to 8.3, Cailin Page 5.2 – 7.1, Stefan
10.5 to 11.3, Jai 10.5 to 11.1. Special mention to Jackson scoring 10.5 and Lochie De Bais
scoring 9.6.

We are pleased to announce that we are receiving a grant which will support structured play
activities during break times during term 3 and 4. This will provide opportunities for students
to increase their ‘physical literacy’ while participating in sports to
build their skills.
We are also looking into nominating teams at Actions Sports
Salisbury for after school sports further information will follow.
We would like interested students notify us ASAP. Sports being
offered are indoor cricket and soccer.

SAPSASA is beginning again. Upper Primary students will be
invited to trial for districts teams. We will have school based
sports starting with athletics in week 5. Students who have been
selected for this will receive consent forms by week 3.

6/7 Stay Back
On Wednesday 24th June Ms Wilson organised a Stay Back for the year 6/7 students. This came about after the students in Ms
Thorpe’s class completed a persuasive text explaining the benefits of this event. Ms Wilson was so impressed with the letter that
she organised it. See below the letter sent to Ms Wilson.
Students were super excited and all met in the STEM building after school. They were greeted by Jess from the Sammy D
Foundation. She was one of Sam’s best friends. She told everyone the story of Sam Davies the 17 year old boy who was punched
at a party and died. The impact of this story will live with the students forever. There were many strong messages from the
presentation and this is what some of the students said;
“Neil, Sam’s dad can’t bring Sam back but he wants to work hard telling Sam’s story so that this tragedy doesn’t happen to
anyone else. He is proud that Sam decided to be an organ donor and he was able to save the lives of three others by donating his
organs.” Tre
“Violence is not the way to solve your problems. There is no safe place on your body to be punched. Nobody knows what is
happening inside us.” Jason
“Sam was a popular person. He made everyone feel like they were his best friend. There were more then 1500 people at his
funeral. He liked everyone and included everyone. People need to live their life like Sam did.” Emily
They gave the students a glow in the dark bracelet which says ‘mateship’ on it. This reminds us to stick up for each other and be
helpful bystanders. Report bullying and watch the warning signs. We can always walk away and come back another time when
the situation doesn’t look safe.
The presentation was followed by yard games, craft, board games and pizza. An enjoyable night for everyone.
Dear Mrs. Wilson,
We are writing to you because we strongly believe we would benefit from having stay -backs this term.
First of all, having stay-backs will improve student wellbeing. Due to this dreadful lockdown, we haven't been able to socialise and
consequently, our well-being has been affected. If you were to organise a stay-back, as a result, we would have a tremendous
amount of fun with our friends. When we are with our friends we feel connected, included and happy. Furthermore, we strongly
suggest having a guest speaker would improve our well-being.

In addition, an advantage of having stay-backs would be sharing a dinner for Harmony Day. We would be delighted to bring and
share traditional dishes and try new foods together. We are confident that we will enjoy celebrating cultural diversity for Harmony
Day.
One last reason, it is devastating to have limited activity access. It is disappointing that we are currently not allowed to go on any
thrilling, educational excursions. Outside of school we can't socialise and enjoy entertainment activities such as; movies, s hopping,
parks, going out for dinner, beach visits, museums and birthday parties. It is frustrating that we can't participate in SAPSASA and
out of school sports and activities. As a result, we are not able to keep fit and healthy because we can't exercise.

In conclusion, having stay-backs improve our well-being, allow us to celebrate Harmony Day and make up for many missed
activities. As a result, we would be extremely grateful if you would help us to plan both boys and girls stay -backs for this term.
Sincerely,
Daphne 6

Student Well-Being with Ms Wilson
What a year we have had already. Such uncertain and
challenging time for us all. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank the community with the manner for which everyone
has managed this epidemic. Now more then ever we realise the
importance of keeping positive and have a healthy mind and
body.

We have been working with the students to identify what they are grateful for and building our skills to
identify our own body clues which tell us how we are feeling. Students are increasing their emotional
language and learning ‘what they need’ to manage their emotions. They continue to develop their own tool
boxes with ideas they can try when they are in different zones of regulation. To work effectively we must try
and be in the green zone so we can focus on our learning. It is okay to feel tired or bored, we call this the
blue zone. It is okay to feel a bit silly or frustrated, we call this the yellow zone. It is not okay that when we
are in these zones that our actions impact on the other student’s ability to learn. We need to try some
strategies or activities to help us move back into the green zone so we can focus on our learning. We need
to try and avoid the red zone because this can be difficult to manage and we usually need an adult to help
us regulate. If you would like more information about this or would like to use similar strategies at home
with your children I encourage you to speak with your child’s teacher or make an appointment with me.

Auslan with Ms Holland
During week 5 we celebrated National Simultaneous Story Time with all classes participating in activities based on the book
Whitney and Britney Chicken Divas. Every year a book is chosen which is read by 100s of classes across Australia. There is an
Auslan interpretation made also. Each class watched the story in Auslan and did activities related to the book. You could ask your
child how to sign Chicken Diva! Some students made crowns, others made chickens, and some students did some Auslan puzzles
about the characters—Ms Holland

Madison Park Environmental Sustainability Project!

The Special Education Teams have been very busy hatching a plan for a
sustainable future!
In Term one, Henny Penny made a delivery of chicken eggs ready to be hatched. The
students were delighted to witness the miracle of life and did intensive learning around the
life cycle of chickens. The old chicken coop has had a major upgrade and we are delighted to
announce we have 3 chickens here at school loving their new home. The upgrade of the
Chicken coop was funded by last year’s Succulent sales. Thank you to our wonderful school
community for making this a possibility! Next term we will be running a competition to
name the chickens, so get your thinking caps on!

The Special Education Team were lucky enough to have won a $2000
Environmental sustainability grant from Natural Resources Adelaide and Mt Lofty
Rangers.
The grant has gone towards two wicking beds located in the jungle playground area. These
wicking beds were supplied by Port Adelaide Food Gardening. Port Adelaide Food Gardening
is a specialist garden centre in permaculture perennial plants, productive edible gardens,
wicking beds, worm farms and composting systems. On installation of the wicking beds, the
owner for the company Kym ran a lesson for the students around food sustainability. The
students learnt about where food comes from, how it grows and what the plants need to
thrive, including a bucket full of worms for the soil!! We currently have Kale, Rainbow Chard,
Silver beet, Broccoli, Rocket, Beetroot, Snap-peas, assorted lettuces and herbs growing.
To support our environmental substantiality experiences at school, we will be selling the
vegetables, herbs and eggs from our chicken (once they start laying) back to the community
to fundraise for further development of our environmental sustainability project. This will
take some time to establish but we are hoping to have this up and running by term 4.

Madison Park Environmental Sustainability Project Photos!

Recycling
This year we are focusing on recycling and reducing the litter in our yard. We have received
grants from Eco-Schools to learn more about the importance of looking after our
environment. Ms Wood’s and Ms Lay’s students are working on different projects and we
will present their projects and celebrate our results as a school community later this year.
You would see 5 different coloured bins in the yard. Blue is for scrunchables. There are so
many of these in our lunchboxes everyday. On many packaged foods such as tiny teddies,
chips and noodles you will see the red cycle logo. This means these plastics along with zip
lock bags and clean glad wrap can be recycled and used to make more products. These can
be deposited at Coles and Woolworths supermarkets. If you are willing to take some of these
for the school please inform your child’s teacher.

The yellow bin is for recyclable products including cardboard, paper, tin cans and milk
bottles. We are able to place these on the curb side each week for the council to collect
which is significantly reducing the amount of landfill in the school.
The green bin is for compost. We are able to put all our food scraps, tissues, garden
clippings, weeds, leaves and paper towel in this bin. We do keep some for compost but we
have so much that we place some for the council collection each fortnight. Mr Blair Boyer
gave each class a mini compost bin for our classrooms.
The black bin is for 10 cent recycling. We return these to Scouts and we receive money to
spend on yard equipment and other items requested by the students. We are currently
saving for new soccer nets for the yard.
The red bin is for all other landfill. We have already noticed a reduction in the amount of
rubbish in these bins which is great for the environment.
Please practise these habits at home to help reduce, reuse and recycle to help our
environment

From the Library—Kerry
This years Book Fair Theme has been announced as “Artic Adventures” and will run along side the Book
Week theme of “Curious Creatures, Wild Minds”. I have booked in our book fair for the following dates:
Tuesday 3rd November till Tuesday 10th November (Term 4). Opening times will be advertised on Seesaw
and Skoolbag. The book week parade date will be announced late Term 3.

The Lexile area of our Library is coming together nicely, currently we are receiving around 100 new levelled
books per term and these are available for students to borrow around week 3 of each term. The students
have been busy giving me some lists of books they would like to see in the Library and I have recently
purchased over $500 of new books as requested by our fabulous students. Next term some of the favourite
books like the Harry Potter collection and some of the Rohl Dahl collection are being replaced as they are
very well read. Book Club is available still but all orders are done online. If you need more information or
assistance using this ordering platform, please call Kerry at the school on 8258 3320, or find information at
https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/

Seeking Volunteers!

Now that COVID-19 restrictions have been eased we are keen to involve family
members and invite you to volunteer at the school. We have a variety of areas
you could assist including:



Kick Start Breakfast Club
 Second Bite Food Stall
 Special Food Days
 Gardening
 Bike Maintenance
 Library

If you are interested in volunteering please don’t hesitate to speak with Hannah
or Jo at the front desk and they can give you a volunteers induction pack.

End of Term School Disco Snapshots!

