From the Principal
School Attendance
Under the Education Act of South Australia, parents and guardians are responsible under law for the
regular attendance at school of all children in their care between the ages of 6 and 16 years.
It is essential that we are informed about the reason your child is away from school.
The school follows an Attendance Policy. Staff are required to follow up on every student absence.
Extended periods of absence without explanation may be directed to our Department for Education
Attendance Officer for investigation.
Regular school attendance is important from the very first day! If students miss the basic skills in the
early years of school, they often experience learning difficulties later.
Please notify the school if your child has been away. On your child's return to school, a note or
message must be supplied to cover the days missed. You are also encouraged to contact the school
if your child will be away. If your child has seen a medical practitioner, e.g. doctor, dentist etc , a
note or appointment card from the practitioner will help explain the absence for our records.
If your child refuses to go to school, please notify their teacher so they can support you.
DID YOU KNOW ...? Lateness adds up !
Missing one day a week of school from Reception to Year 10 means missing two years and one term
of schooling,
30 minutes late each day equals 16 days missed each year,
Being half an hour late to school each day from reception to year 10 equals missing one year and
one-and-a-half terms of schooling.
Being absent five days a term from reception to year 10 adds up to more than one year of missed
schooling
There is a direct connection between attendance and achievement, children who are often late or
whom miss school regularly are not as successful with their learning,
Frequent absences make it difficult for teachers who have to continually re-teach information and
skills,
Patterns of attendance/absence are set up in the early years of schooling and often cause issues
later in high school.
We understand that sometimes there are very good reasons for lateness or absence from school. If
you have any difficulty with regular on time attendance please make an appointment to speak with
a member of the school team so that we can work with you to address the problems.

Meeting with Teachers and School Staff
Madison Park school is a very busy place, and it is often not possible for staff to meet with people
whom request a meeting without an appointment. We welcome regular meetings with families,
whether it is about learning or because there are problems to solve.
Please contact the office by phone or email to make an appointment and we will ensure you
receive a response within three working days. We will do our best to find a time that fits within your
work or personal schedules.

Leadership Team

Dates to remember in
Term 2:
Week 8

Monday 14th June—Queen’s
Birthday Public Holiday
Week 9
Monday 21st June—Governing
Council Meeting 5:30pm
Tuesday 22nd June—Musica
Viva Performances for students
Thursday 24th June—School
Disco 5-6:30pm
Week 10
Friday 2nd July—Last day of
school, 2:00pm dismissal
Friday 2nd July—PJ Day (whole
school, no cost)

Dates to remember in
Term 3
Week 1
Monday 19th July—School
resumes for Term 3

Please see Calendar at the back

Term 3 School Photo Day
with Advanced Life
Photography

Friday 3rd
September
Catch Up Day

Wednesday 8th
September
Packs will go out in the first few
weeks of Term 3

New School Values
Simone Wilson, our Student Wellbeing Leader attended Training and Development about School Wide
Positive Behaviour for Learning (SW- PBL). They talked about a process of developing and gaining consensus
on beliefs, expectations and procedures which clarify and guide expected behaviour school-wide. Simone
has since been working on improving our school identity and culture. To do this we have focused on
understanding the history behind our school logo and motto, “Nurturing the Potential in our community.”
Did you know this was developed in collaboration with a company, “Studio Flux” in 2013, the school’s first
year as an R-7 school? There was lengthy consultation with the staff, students and wider community to
establish what everyone truly valued in education, schooling and what were their hopes and dreams. It was
a comprehensive process that included a snap shot of current culture and where we wanted to go in the
future.
The trends returned from the research identified common elements about valuing and enhancing
community, inspiring people to be better, unlocking potential, working together in harmony, achieving
hopes and dreams.
The red logo you see on your child’s uniform is important to us. It is a symbol unique to Madison Park School
and it has multiple meanings:





A group of students sitting in a circle reading
A community
A floral pattern representing growth
The sun rising over the horizon, representing warmth and a new start

This is important to our school because it is the way we can be identified and shows we belong.
We used the motto to generate some key values to influence our behaviour expectations. After building an
understanding of the key words, Nurturing, Potential and Community we decided some key values. We are
pleased to report Governing Council have approved the values;




Be caring
Do your best
You belong

The student leaders linked these values to some popular characters to help students further develop an
understanding of their meaning.

For Nurturing – Be Caring; they related this value to Mickey Mouse who is so caring towards others . He
shows empathy when he sees someone sad or confused. Mickey Mouse helps others, takes time to teach
others skills and has bright ideas. He is patient, happy and positive role model always caring and protecting
others.

For Potential – Do Your best; they asked students to consider Dora the Explorer, she doesn’t give up, even
when she is challenged. She sets goals and is always trying her best to achieve them. She is brave, creative,
confident and works hard. She is not afraid of making mistakes and willing to ask for help and try a different
strategy.

For Community – You belong; we want everyone here at Madison Park to feel like they belong. Like
the Minnon’s in Despicable Me. They all work together to succeed. They might not always get along but they
are responsible, follow rules, cooperate and use their strengths to help each other.
We will utilise these values to develop shared, positive and pro-active philosophy and purpose across the

school.

New School Values

Saving Our Planet with the A Team
Disability Unit
This term in Ms. Andrea’s class our HASS theme is ‘Saving Our
Planet’. So far, we have talked about earth being a very special
place for us, as it is our home. We have also started to learn about
global warming and the impact that people are having on earth.
We are going to learn about different types of pollution and things
we can do to stop pollution, protect and improve places that are
important to us. Some of the places we will be taking a closer look
at will be The Jungle, the school’s yard and playground and the
park on Welby Ave down the road from the school. The class has
worked together to make a beautiful window display for our theme,
by recycling old magazines.

Upcoming Events
School Disco
Supporting Sid and Kids South Australia
Wear something red, there will be prizes for best dressed
Time: 5:00pm—6:30pm on Thursday 24th June
Where: School Gym

Entry $2 (includes glow sticks)
There will be items for purchasing during the night
(SIDS merchandise and some snacks and drinks)

The last day of term 2 (Friday 2nd July) will be a whole school “PJ Day”.
Students can come along to school wearing their comfy pjs, slippers, dressing
gowns and enjoy the last day of school. There is no cost for this event.

Breakfast Club
We all know the importance and nutritional value to eating
breakfast.
Our observations as well as studies, have shown that
children who eat a complete breakfast:






have increased comprehension, memory and learning
outcomes
make fewer mistakes in their learning
show improved concentration
are more alert throughout the day
Overall breakfast breaks the overnight fasting period. It
replenishes your supply of glucose to boost your energy
levels and alertness, while also providing other essential
nutrients required for good health.

Each morning our school breakfast program is a popular place to be as students are recognising
their body clues and the benefits to the way they feel after eating breakfast. With a variety of
delicious products kindly donated by Kickstart For Kids, it is the perfect start to the day. Warm toast
served with various toppings including jam and Vegemite, fried eggs, various cereals, fruit and on
occasions pancakes and the very popular chocolate milkshakes. Many thanks to Michelle and
Demi for their support with Breakfast Club. All students are welcome to come along to the Daphne
building (Daphne Road end). Donations are welcome.

Break Time Activities
We have created a space during break times
where students can come and explore their sensory
and fine motor skills, this has been enjoyable and
beneficial to all the children who have come and
participated.
Some of the messy sensory activities have
been scented play doh, cooked coloured pasta and
cloud dough. These activities have allowed
students to learn skills about turn taking and how to
interact with peers, maths and science, using
measurement, probability and
hypothesising outcomes. And using the sensory side
to help release tensions.
We have created special gifts, giving students the
opportunity to express their feelings and creativity for
their mum or someone special.
Loom bands have been a huge hit and by far the
most popular, watching students work together and
support and teach those who don’t know how to
create with loom bands. Over the coming terms we
would love to continue to create and build more
relationships and opportunities for children to explore
outside their normal learning spaces.

Woolworths Junior Landcare Grant
Earlier this year, we applied for the Woolworths Junior Landcare Grant and have
just received the news that our application was successful and we have won the
grant. We are very excited to start to transform the area pictured. Below is a
snapshot of the information we used to apply and the plans we have for the future.
The aim of our project is to improve a neglected area of our school by
revegetating the area with a range of native plants. The children will be involved in
researching to learn about native plants, soil quality, insects (bees and worms
particularly) and building. Students will plan the design, repair and prepare the
area (e.g fix broken fence on boundary, improve soil) and plant the garden. They
will also take care of the garden long term. The expected (environmental and
educational) outcomes of the project include learning about the benefits of native
plants, engaging students with alternative/hands-on learning, physical activity/fresh
air for students, increased responsibility and independence of students, increase
teamwork and communication skills, Literacy, Numeracy, HASS and Science crosscurricula and increase environmental and sustainability awareness.

Madison Park School Reading Words Challenge
Term 1 Winners
1) Jagdish Dahal read 568,719 words
2) Safir Murshed read 360,878 words
3) Stacey Stewart read 330,307 words
4) Kaden Savage read 257,377 words
5) Elyas Jaghuri read 225,101 words

Term 2 Runners up
1) Marry Zungpoih read 171,647 words
2) Riya Jospeh read 148,495 words
3) Marva Amini read 141,093 words
4) Evie Miller read 124,155 words
5) Luka Vidakovic read 171,647 words

2021 Uniform Updated
Price List
Due to the increased supplier
cost there has been a slight
increase in the cost of some of
our uniform prices.
We are now also able to sell the
navy blue middle school uniform
to all students who wear a size 10
and above.

Volunteers Needed.
We would love some help running
our breakfast program 5 mornings a
week, some help in the library,
gardening around the school and
maybe even some special projects
with the students.
If you have any time to spare and
sounds like something you would
like to do please call Hannah on
8258 3320 or come into the office
for more information.

Year 6 STEM visit to Salisbury East High School
On Tuesday of week 4, we year 6's went to Salisbury East High school. Our day included problem
solving, engineering, team work and robotics. We programmed NXT robots to throw LEGO to play
battleships and Edison robots to go through a maze. That included team work, problem solving and
learning to program. It was a really fun day and we learned a lot.
By Fatemah Yosofi and Ruba Al Albas

DATES TO REMEMBER

